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Cardinal Gibbons and the Bible 


BOVE all other books, choose the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. There is a special grace attached to 


the reading of the Inspired Volume. It will im-_ 


part to your soul a solid, sturdy, rational, and healthy 
piety. It is the inexhaustible fountain from which 
the fathers and doctors of the church, Christian 
orators and writers, have drawn their inspiration. 
During our ecclesiastical studies in the seminary 
it was our rule to carry about us a copy of the New 
Testament. We were obliged to read from it every 
day, not sitting or standing, but on bended knees. 
And from the time of his ordination every priest is 


obliged to spend more than an hour each day in re- _ 
citing the Breviary, which largely consists of ae : 


priate selections from the Sacred Scriptures. | te 
tors whee a, Aout for ore: al ere (9: be ] 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


VoLUME 52 


PWIGY 1907 


NUMBER 7 


Auxiliary Bible Societies 


N looking over the reports of the last year 
one cannot fail to be struck with the tre- 
mendous importance of the work done, or 
which may be done, by the local and state 
Bible societies. Opportunity is before all 
such societies, even as it is before the National 
Society, and the amount of work done which 
will have a permanent influence upon the 
future of the peoples concerned is really re- 
markable. 


Massachusetts 


Looking at the report of the Massachusetts 
‘Bible Society, we find that the Society has 
distributed 37,393 volumes, of which be- 
tween 6,000 and 7,000 volumes were used 
gratuitously in city missions; in the work 
of the Salvation Army; among seamen; 
among destitute individuals of all sorts; and 
among a dozen different kinds of immigrants, 
besides the use made of these books in public 
institutions, inchurches,and in Sunday schools. 
The situation in’ Massachusetts is such that 
the Society has to keep in hand Scriptures in 
more languages than issued from Babel, be- 
sides the Scriptures printed in raised letters 
for the blind. This society, although occu- 
pied with a field more and more filled with 
foreigners, has been able to give considerable 
‘sums to the National Society for the prose- 
cution of general work in the United States, 
and in all the destitute countries in the world. 


Maryland 


The Maryland Bible Society is perhaps less 
beset by immigrants, although it is by no 
‘means free from this work, which makes such 
demands upon knowledge of the languages. 
The new Bible House of the Maryland Society 
continues to prove a most favorable situation, 
and the sales of Scriptures have increased in 
consequence. The average issues of the 
society each year are about 15,000 volumes, 
one-half of which, perhaps, are sold from the 
Bible House. In the canvass of the city of 
Baltimore and vicinity, no less than 8,000 
families, whose members were able to read, 
were found without any book of Scripture. 
About one-quarter of these rejected the Bible 
when it was offered them. 


Maine 

The colporteurs and missionaries employed 
by the Maine Bible Society have a strenuous 
work in the mere matter of travel. The miles 
traveled by these colporteurs during the year 
and within the State of Maine, made an ag- 
gregate of about 8,500. Nearly 18,000 fami- 
lies were visited, and among them about 400 
were found destitute of the Scriptures. It is 
a very curious fact that in this New England 
state more than 5,000 Protestant children 
were found, above four and under eighteen 
years of age, who never attend Sunday school. 
Very many of them had no Sunday school to 
attend. Some very bright children have not 
the slightest idea as to what a Sunday school 
is, for they had never seen a church. Such a 
state of affairs is almost incredible, but the 
fact shows how necessary it is to maintain 
the custom of canvassing the territory of 
the Bible societies. 


California 


We cannot take up the report of the Cali- 
fornia Bible Society without a feeling of deep 
sympathy for the brave workers who have 
struggled to maintain the society, and to 
carry on its work amid such difficulties as it 
encountered after the earthquake of last year. 
The Bible House in San Francisco, which the 
California Society had just completed before 
the earthquake, and which was entirely de- 
stroyed, has been rebuilt and is again a center 
of the good work in the city. The National 
Society has made considerable grants of 
Scriptures in aid of the California Bible So- 
ciety, and churches, individuals, and young 
people’s societies have aided in the work of 
Bible distribution. The Rev. Dr. Thompson, 
who has been for many years superintendent 
of the California Bible Society, has felt called 
upon to resign his position in consequence of 
advancing years. 


Hamilton County, Tennessee 


One of the interesting reports of the year 
is that of the Hamilton County, Tenn., Bible 
Society. Mr. and Mrs. Brock, well known 
among the auxiliary Bible societies of Ohio 
and Kentucky, have been serving this society 
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and have made a fine canvass of the region 
about Chattanooga, distributing Scriptures 
and finding a blessing for themselves as well 
as for the people to whom they visited on 
their farms in this work. 


Long Island 


There are many such enterprises in progress 
in the United States which cannot be men- 
tioned at length in this place, but which 
illustrate the usefulness of a well-managed 
auxiliary society. Many of these societies do 
not give us reports in sufficient detail for us 
to place the facts before our readers. For 
instance, the Long Island Bible Society, a 
wide-awake, vigorous institution which is do- 
ing much for the immigrants and for the 
childrer. throughout Long Island, gives us no 
clew to these activities, except in the bare 
statement that it has ten branch societies, and 
employs twenty-seven agents. The details one 
must absorb from the atmosphere. 


The Year’s Story from Sunny Mexico 


N the Agency of the American Bible So- 
ciety in Mexico City hangs a very large 
map of the Republic of Mexico. All over it 
are dotted tiny slips of paper, each bearing a 
typewritten name. The different states of 
the republic are colored pink, and yellow, and 
green, after the manner of maps in general, 
and very few of these colored patches lack a 
slip of paper. These slips of paper represent 
the Bible Society’s colporteurs, who are upon 
the mountains and in the valleys, journeying 
day by day from hamlet to hamlet, from town 
to town, visiting ranches, and hactendas, and 
isolated cabins, to carry the Bread of Life to 
this great Mexican nation. 

And from all of these heralds, now thirty- 
two in number, come to the Agency monthly 
letters telling of the work; giving words 
sometimes of hope and encouragement, some- 
times of help and opposition, but always full 
of faith and trust in the Lord whom the her- 
alds serve. We give a rapid survey of the 
work of these colporteurs, suggesting that 
their fields be looked up on the map. 

Captain Carey-Brenton, of whose work the 
readers of the REecorp already know some- 
thing, is now pushing his way eastward along 
the Pacific Coast, from Acapulco to the south- 
ern frontier. He writes from the State of 
Guerrero to the Mexico Agency: “In Tecpan 
I found a very excellent Christian couple, the 
husband, a tailor, named Hermilo, and his 
wife Luisa, a graduate of the Presbyterian 
School in Mexico. In a quiet way they are 
working nobly for the Lord. She goes around 
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Pennsylvania 


Last but not least, we refer to the work of 
the Pennsylvania Bible Society, a venerable 
institution, now in its ninety-ninth year. 
This Society circulates the Scriptures in 
forty-eight different languages, and its year- 
ly circulation inside of the State of Penn- f{ 
sylvania will average about 120,000 vol- | 
umes each year. It supports ten or twelve 
colporteurs, of whom several, if not all, | 
are of foreign birth, and can come close 
to the hearts of the immigrants. The Penn- 
sylvania Society has a score of branches, 
which pretty well cover the territory of 
the state. The duty of receiving immi- 
grants and supplying them with Scriptures 
falls to the Philadelphia Bible Society, 
which is a branch of the Pennsylvania So- 
ciety. What this means one will realize 
who considers how closely Philadelphia fol- 
lows New York as a landing place for. the 
throngs of aliens. 


and gets subscriptions for Z/ Faro (the Presby- 
terian weekly paper), and he plies his tailor’s 
trade and preaches to all who come to him. 
Beyond the ‘church in the house’ of Hermilo, 
there is no other meeting in the town, but 
many people ask for Bibles, and I think they 
would have little difficulty in disposing of 
copies if a supply could be sent.” 

The opportunities all around Acapulco seem 
to have been originated in the work of the 
Presbyterian Church. The point on which all 
agree is to get the Scriptures into the hands 
of the people, that from the hands the Word 
may be transferred to the hearts. Sales are 
not for profit, nor even partially to pay ex- 
penses, but that the Word of God may be 
brought as a power into the lives of the 
people. 

Present plans look to carrying the Bible 
along the southern coast to the State of Chia- 
pas, where a band of missionaries from Kansas. 
City are working. 7 


In the State of Tabasco 


North of Chiapas, in the State of Tabascel 
another colporteur of the American Bible So- 
ciety is visiting places where the Gospel has 
hitherto been unknown. The first town to 
which this colporteur was sent was Jalp a, 
where he was born. He says: ‘“‘ When I left 
Jalpa in my youth it was as a revolutionary 
chief, and it moves me deeply to return in m 
ripe age as a soldier again, but this time bea 
ing the powerful two-edged sword. This 
the oldest town in Tabasco. It is noted for 


. 


iits fanaticism. 
;attempted to preach the gospel there, but 
|have not been permitted to do so. 


.enda. 


July, 1907 
Several times ministers have 


I went 
through the town without receiving a single 
insult, and talked about the Bible in every 


| house without the least impediment; even the 
‘priest himself saluted me courteously. When 


I make another visit I hope to sell more 


‘books than I did this time.’’ 


On the western coast of Mexico, farther 


‘north than the part of the State of Guerrero 


whence Captain Brenton wrote, we fine Col- 


‘porteur Valdez, who has just returned from 
;an interesting journey to the Pacific. 
‘months ago a wealthy man wrote, asking 


Some 


Valdez to bring a box of Bibles to the hacz- 
He wished, he said, to “‘moralize’’ his 
people; though not himself a Christian, he 


MEXICO CITY—THE AGENCY IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER TO THE LEFT 


considered the Bible the best book for this 
purpose. The road traveled by Valdez and 
his companion was in many places a most 
dangerous one; tremendous cliffs towered 
above their heads, and from the rocky path- 
way sheer precipices fell away into profound 
abysses. In many parts of the road it was 
necessary to shout continually so that travelers 


farther down the mountain would not enter 


| 


| 


} 


| 


the narrow pathway, on which it would be im- 
possible for two horses to pass. 

On the way they stopped at various houses, 
where they had opportunity to talk of the 
Gospel rather than to sell Bibles, because 
generally no one knew how to read. — At one 
place they found a Christian family who 
offered their house for a Bible meeting. 
Valdez accepted the offer and went about 
among the workmen during the day inviting 
them to come. The mistress of the house 


gathered twenty chairs, and at the appointed 


. 


| 
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hour they lighted a candle and prepared for 
the meeting. In ten minutes every seat was 
full, and altogether there were more than one 
hundred present. Valdez immediately began 
to tell them the Bible story of the creation 
and the fall of man, then told them of 
Christ as their Redeemer and the Bible as the 
guide for their steps. “As soon as I finished 
speaking,’’ says Valdez, ‘I showed them my 
stock of Bibles and soon sold quite a num- 
ber.’ In another place after meetings the 
people promised to gather every Sunday for 
the reading of God’s Word. 

Farther up the west coast, in the State of 
Colima, is another colporteur, Refugio Pimi- 
enta. This past summer has been a phenom- 
enally wet one. The roads have been im- 
passable much of the time, but the colporteur 
has trudged on with a 
cheerful spirit in the face 
of all difficulties. 


A Presiding Elder’s Ad- 
dress 


Still farther north, in 
Tepic, is another colpor- 
teur, Eusebio Gomez, who 
is working in the field of 
the Southern Methodist 
Mission. It is worth 
while here to quote from 
an address made before the 
Texas Epworth League 
Conference by the Rev. 
Mr. Onderdonk, Presiding 
Elder of this mission: 
‘““Mexico is a land practi- 
cally without the Bible 
except as Protestantism 
has put it there. In vain 
I searched the principal religious book- 
stores of San Luis Potosi and Guadalajara 
for a Bible or Testament. Hundreds of 
thousands of Roman Catholics have never 
seen the inside of a Bible. A few days since 
a friend of mine showed me a copy of the 
Bible in seven volumes that he had purchased 
from a drunken priest for $22. The first 
edition of the Bible the Roman Catholic 
Church ever published in Mexico was in 1833. 
This was a Spanish-Latin edition in twenty- 
five volumes and ‘cost $200. At this rate, 
what opportunity has Mexico had to know 
God from his Word? Of all the agencies for 
carrying on the work of God in Mexico, I give 
to distribution of the printed Bible the first 
and foremost place. To read the Bible de- 
voutly and honestly and remain a Roman 
Catholic is almost impossible. 

‘Many of our congregations are the direct 
outgrowth from a single copy of the Bible 


4 


* 
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falling into the hands of honest people, who 
dared to read andthink. A mannamed Fran- 
cisco Gomez once started with his brother for 
the purpose of going on a drunk. Before 
they reached the saloon, he saw a little girl 
with a book hidden under her shawl. He 
asked to see the book, which the child reluc- 
tantly produced. Itwasthe Bible. He opened 
it and began to read. After reading for some 
time he asked the loan of the book. This 
being granted, he bought a great pile of 
writing paper and a good supply of candles, 
and for two months he put in all his spare 
time transcribing this message of God to his 
soul. For years this manuscript was his only 
Bible. Out of this occurrence has grown a 
flourishing congregation near the city of 
Toluca, this same man being a faithful steward 
of the church. 

““Tsaac Rebollo was sacristan of the parish 
church of Atoyac. A colporteur of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society visited the place and the 
priest sent a man to buy up all his books. 
The colporteur congratulated himself on his 
good fortune in making such a sale. The 
books were taken to the churchyard, the 
covers torn from them and the books set on 
fire. After the burning, Rebollo picked up 
two little torn pieces of paper, charred on 
both sides. On one of them he read, ‘Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth.’ On the other 
charred paper was the text, ‘Know ye not 
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither 
fornicators nor idolaters’ Here the 
fire cut the message short. These two mes- 
sages sank into his soul. Rebollo said to 
himself, ‘I am doing this very thing—worship- 
ing images.’ He is now pastor of one of the 
finest congregations in the district, with twelve 
other preaching places on the circuit, out- 
growths of this burning of Bibles. O, Fellow 
Leaguers, stand by the American Bible So- 
ciety. It is our greatest and most efficient 
missionary in all foreign lands. You can 
better afford to recall your most indispensable 
man rather than curtail the output of this 
great institution.” 


Driven Out 


We have a reading-room at San Luis in 
connection with the mission of the Methodist 
workers. The mission pays the rent and the 
Bible Society pays the colporteur, whose wife 
cares for the rooms while he is out selling 
Bibles. This colporteur, Encarnacion Mar- 
tinez, has been working for five months. Not 
long ago he had a taste of the persecution 


BIBLE SocrETY RECORD 


Volume 52 


which most colporteurs encounter sooner or 
later. He arrived late in the evening at a 
place called Ahualulco and went to a roadside 
inn to lodge. He rose early in the morning, 
and was arranging for his breakfast when the 
landlord asked him what sort of things he was 
selling. Martinez showedsome of his books, 
when the landlord exclaimed: “‘If I had known 
what you had in your bag you would not have 
stayed in my house overnight. Get out of 
here at once!’’ He would hardly allow him 
to pack his books and fairly hustled him into 
the street. 

Martinez tried to find his way to the railway 
station in order to leave some of his books 
there. On the way he was set upon by three © 
men and was badly beaten. He returned to 
his home with a badly swollen face, but as- 
sured me that he had left some Gospels with — 
the people of Ahualulco and meant to return | 
before long to see if the seed had taken root. 

Returning to the Pacific coast of Mexico, 
we find one colporteur in the entire State of 
Sinaloa. One colporteur found it too difficult 
ground and gave it up, but another man, 
Ignacio Olivas, is beginning with fresh en- 
thusiasm. 

Still farther north, in the vast State of 
Sonora, the Rev. H. T. Wagner, of the Ameri-_ 
can Board’s Mission, is directing the work of 
several men employed in Bible distribution, 
reporting to the Agency every six months. 
Here we reach the northwest frontier of 
Mexico, where Colporteur Villanueva is work- 
ing. He tells about a woman in Clifton who ° 
went to mass and heard the priest tell the 
people that the Bible was a“ black’? book, and 
everybody who had one should bring it to the 
parish house to be burned. This lady, desir- 
ing to see the black book, bought a fifty-cent 
Bible, explaining that her curiosity had been 
aroused by what the priest said. So eventhe 
priests help our sales. 

Following down the northern frontier, we 
come to a new colporteur under the direction . 
of the Rev. Frank Marrs, of the Baptist Mis- 
sion at Juarez, working among the twenty or. 
thirty thousand Mexicans on the banks of the 
Rio Grande. 

Still farther east on the frontier of Coahuila. 
and working throughout that great state, is 
our well tried colporteur, Modesto Garcia. 

Midway down the State of Tamaulipas is | 
the Rev. W. I. Kelsey of the Friends’ Mission, 
always ready to cheer our colporteurs and 
help in every way Bible distribution. : 

On the Gulf coast, at Tampico, is another 
new colporteur, Mr. Beutelspacher, who ha . 
been doing most excellent work the past few. 
months, reaching large numbers of the West. 
Indian negroes employed about the port. 


July, 1907 


Farther south, the coasts of Vera Cruz are 
frequently reached by Rafael Hernandez, one 
of the oldest of our colporteurs. Hernandez 
writes of being received in the house of a 
wealthy coffee planter, a devout Catholic of 
Vera Cruz. This man became interested in 
Hernandez’s reading of the Scriptures, kept 
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family told how reading the Bible made them 
give up faith in “‘the sandal of the Wanissaiia,”” 
Then she showed a piece of paper between 
six and seven inches long which professed to 
be “the exact measure of the foot of the most 
Holy Virgin, Mother of God.” The slip has 
printed upon it the statement that anyone 


who kisses this measure three times and says 
three Ave Marias will have three hundred 
years of indulgence. This measure was given 
to the colporteur as a relic by the family who 
had been delivered from faith in it. 

In this same town lives a man who while 
on a drunken spree joined in tormenting a 
colporteur by buying a Testament in order to 
tear it up before his face. This man picked 
up a page or two of the torn Testament and 
was ill at ease over what he read about re- 
jecting Jesus Christ. 

One day a friend lent him a Bible. It at- 
tracted him like a magnet. He no longer 
enjoyed his drunken companions, and he be- 
gan to understand the falseness of the teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic priests. At a 
Protestant mission service one day he heard 
a sermon on the text, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.’’ These words recalled immediately 
the other words which he had read in the 
fragment of the torn Testament. Not long 
after he was received into the Protestant 
Church, his wife and children with him. The 
colporteur who sold that Testament probably 
went away with a sad heart, after seeing the 
two hardened drunkards tearing the holy 
book, and was doubtless far from imagining 
what would be the result of the reading of the 
torn pages. Blessed be the colporteurs who 
daily sow the seed with self-abnegation and 
good will. 

Returning now to the Agency and the map, 
we find that we have hardly touched on the 
work being done throughout the interior of 
the republic. 

In Mexico City Pastor Morales has spent 
much time in hospitals and prisons, where 
the Bibles have been a special blessing to the 
prisoners. The small portions of Scripture 
are’a precious means of teaching truth, and 
many who might burn or destroy Bibles, re- 
frain from doing so when they see the pretty 
little books. 

As the Christian people of the home-land 
watch the extension of Christ’s kingdom 
throughout the world, they should rejoice 
that it has been possible for them through the 
American Bible Society to help in the ever- 
growing work of giving God’s Word to 
Mexico. 


A RELIGIOUS IMAGE 


him two weeks as his guest, and bought three 
Bibles of him when he left. 

A colporteur at work in the easternmost 
*state of Mexico is Mr. Herrera, who labors in 
ithe peninsula of Yucatan, and his letters are 
salways full of hope and cheer. He has been 
smaking large sales in Merida, a Presbyterian 
‘Mission station, and is now especially inter- 
jested in work with the Maya Indians, who 
jcompose nearly two-thirds of the population 
jof the state. : 

The Sandal of the Virgin 


Colporteur Cortez gives incidents of his 
trip to Oaxaca. He says that the first day of 
his work there he found a family who, they 
said, had long ago bought a Bible of a colpor- 
teur named Blachley. The woman of this 


a 
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Among the Islands of the Arctic 5ea 


NDER the above heading we are de- 
lighted to be able to present to our 
readers an article prepared by J. J. Armistead, 
of the missionary boat, Red Cross, which is 
doing missionary work in Norway, under the 
care of members of the Society of Friends. 
In his letter to us forwarding this article, 
Mr. Armistead writes: “‘ The Lord has given 
us a blessed work to do here among the 
islands of the sea. We are not sent out by 
any society, and while personally we are mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, we work on 
entirely nonsectarian lines, and our mission- 
ary boat, the Red Cross, is kept up by sub- 
scriptions from all denominations. Our great 
stronghold is prayer, and many are praying 
for us and our work continually.” 


Close on the Arctic circle, where it cuts the 
wild and rock-bound coast of Norway, are 
many small groups of islands, some of them 
lying from fourteen to twenty miles out into 
the North Atlantic, whose heaving waves con- 
tinually break upon the sunken rocks sur- 
rounding them, and the ocean spray, spring- 
ing suddenly aloft, is carried in whirling 
masses over these bleak and barren wastes of 
rock, drenching everything with a strong 
saline shower, which hinders the growth of 
many plants which might otherwise find an 
existence in the places where soil is, as it 
does in the hollows amid the rocks. That at 
one time there must have existed a more 
varied vegetation goes without saying, for the 
deposit of peat which exists on some of these 
islands goes far to prove it. 

Anyhow, the peat is now of inestimable 
value as fuel for the inhabitants, for inhab- 
itants there are on most of these groups, who 
earn their livelihood by fishing. It has been 
the writer’s privilege now for seven years to 
preach the gospel amongst these islanders, to 
heal their sick and to dress their wounds. 
During the first half of that time a small open 
boat was the only possession by means of 
which the work could be done, and it was in 
consequence much restricted, but the Lord 
put it into the hearts of his people to provide 
a larger boat and also a larger party of work- 
ers, and now the mission boat, the Red Cross, 
is well known amongst the inhabitants and fre- 
quenters of those seas. 


The Bible Their Only Book 


Amongst other things, a supply of Bibles is 
always at hand for those who are without a 
copy of the Scriptures. The inhabitants as a 


whole are a God-fearing people, and the Bible 
is often the only book they possess, and in 
nearly every house may be found a copy of | 
the sacred volume. Many of the people love | 
their Bibles and read them studiously, and in 
their simple way try to live out the teaching 
contained therein, and it is wonderful how, in 
the main, they grasp the true meaning of the 
written Word. Truly, as the Bible itself 
says, ‘‘He may win that readeth it.” Yes, if 
the blessed Word be read prayerfully, it does 
open out wonderfully before the reader. ‘‘ The 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him.’’ Yes, and ever shall be, for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it. These people 
know nothing of criticism and do not want 
to; they find in the Bible “the new and living 
way,’ and they read the words of life and be- 
lieve them. They find the Bible tells of 
Jesus, who said, ““I am the living bread,”’ 
and they endeavor faithfully to follow him. 
They testify that he is with them as they © 
work on land, that he goes with them upon 
the stormy deep, and they honor him, and he 
honors them in return. Truly, ““him that 
honoreth me I will honor,”’’ saith the Lord. 
And he is raising up from their ranks men 
like those of old, and fitting them to preach 
the gospel to their fellows; and so long as — 
they walk humbly before him he fits them re- 
markably for the work. A few cease to trust 
him fully, and these will soon run to extremes 
on some side issue and for awhile, perhaps, © 
lead others also astray; but the Lord has 
sent the workers of the Red Cross to help 
these people, and it is indeed a blessed priv- 
ilege to be called of him to such a work. 
Unfortunately it has been much hindered by 
the authorities, who, by-excessive taxation, 
rendered it necessary for the leader of the 
mission to sell his house on one of the islands 
of Vigten, and so broke up the little dispen- — 
sary and store for Bibles and medicines, and 
the mission party now lives mostly afloat, 
and the good work, though hindered, still 
goes on. ; 
The skipper of the Red Cross, who is also 
the leader of the mission, believes thoroughly 
in the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in the — 
power of the Lord to rule not only the lives — 
of men, but that he can still make the winds — 
and the waves to obey him as of old. When 
kind friends came forward and provided the 
mission boat, some strongly urged that it 
should be fitted with a motor, but the skipper 
would have none of it. He recalled a saying 
of dear old Moody’s, that ‘“‘God’s weather 
never hinders God’s work.” ‘Nay,’ said 
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ee, God’s weather is going to help it.’”’? And 
t has been so. Often has the boat, under 
tress of weather, been guided to just the 
ight place at the right time. Sometimes it 
aas been through a storm, sometimes a calm, 
put in either case none the less unerringly. 

Sometimes it happens in a rather curious 
manner that a house does not possess a Bible. 
*or instance, on one occasion, when suddenly 
pecalmed the boat was brought up in a little 
pay. <A lonely hut was seen on the shore 
nnd this was soon visited, proving to be occu- 
yied by a woman who said her husband was 
uwway fishing and would not return for some 
lays. She was an earnest Christian, and 
When the skipper and his wife suggested a 
iittle reading and prayer and asked her for a 
Bible, she replied with tears in her eyes that 
bhe did not possess one. At the same time 
she took from a shelf some tattered and well 
thumbed pieces of paper, which proved to be 
Ehree leaves of a Bible which she had treas- 
tired up and read and re-read until the words 
were almost illegible. And this was all that 
she possessed of that blessed book. 


The Dower 


On being asked how it was she had not the 
whole book, the explanation soon came. Her 
sister, who had lived there, had got married 
nd gone to live elsewhere, and the only Bible 
they had falling to her lot, the good woman 
ad been left without, and she was too poor 
to purchase another. She was not left long 
without one, however. A good copy, with 
darge print and references, was presented to 
ther, and with tears in her eyes she held it up 
in both hands and said: “Is it for me? Is it 
really for me?’’ Yes, it was for her, and 
mafter we had gone a good part of the remain- 
ider of that day would be spent in reading 
that precious book. 

On another occasion, when the boat was 
ibecalmed, a small bay was found in which to 
anchor, and here, too, a lonely house was seen 
and a visit paid. The skipper’s wife and her 
friend, Miss Brown, went up, and on reaching 
the house, a dear Christian girl, who received 
them, said: “‘Oh, we are so thankful you have 
come. Our dear mother lies upstairs dying 
and has no one to read to her or pray with 
her.” The visit was most timely and proved 
a great comfort and blessing to these dear 
people. But for the wind ceasing to fill the 
sails just at the right time these people would 
never have been visited, and had the boat 
possessed a motor the visits would also have 
been prevented. Truly, “it is better to trust 
in the Lord than to put confidence in man.”’ 

On another occasion we had been led to 
visit a group of islands in a most remarkable 
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manner after being three times prevented by 
circumstances over which we had no control. 
We found we had come just at the right time. 
Some of the people had been praying for 
three weeks that the Lord would send some- 
body to them, and they had felt their need so 
strongly that they had applied to a priest and 
pressed him to visit them on a particular 
Sunday. We arrived on the Saturday eve- 
ning and were told that we could only have one 
meeting, and we must have it early, as this 
priest was to be there and would have a meet- 
ing at 2 p. m. the next day. 

We were acquainted with him and knew that 
he would not only not work with us, but we 
had our doubts as to his being really a con- 
verted man. We invited a few earnest people 
to come on board and have a little Bible read- 
ing and prayer. The next morning there was 
a hurricane of wind and no boat could ap- 
proach the islands, and the same on Monday. 
We had four meetings and great blessing at- 
tended them. We found there was one old 
man on those islands who did not possess a 
Bible, but he received one on that memorable 
Monday, and we could not but look upon 
God’s weather as the “ stormy wind, fulfilling 
his word.’’ The people told us they were so 
glad we had come instead of the priest, but 
we told them to pray for him, and we joined 
them in prayer on his behalf. He has since 
been replaced by a successor, who is an ear- 
nest Christian, and we work together in the 
Lord’s service and are looking forward to 
ereat blessing which is sure to come if the 
Lord’s children are faithful. 

Yes, our Lordis onthe move. He is teach- 
ing his people, both by the written Word and 
by his Holy Spirit, and thousands are praying 
to day all over the world that he will prepare 
the way for the outpouring of “his Spirit 
upon all flesh,” as foretold by the prophet 
Joel. 

I have been much impressed by the way in 
which these simple and uneducated people are 
led by the Spirit of God to grasp the truth. 
They make some mistakes—the wonder would 
be if they did not; but the mistakes are over 
things that do not affect their heavenward 
progress. One little incident I will give in 
illustration which occurred recently. In course 
of an ordinary conversation, the rotundity of 
the earth happened to be mentioned, when 
one of the company gravely said: 

“But the earth is not round.” . 

“Well,” I said, “if it be not quite round it 
is very nearly so.” 

‘““Why,’’ said he, ‘the Bible tells us of the 
four corners of the earth, and the foundations 
of the earth, and the pillars of the earth; it 


cannot be round.”’ 
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This, however, is only a somewhat parallel and placed on the top of the stone wall out- 
case to one that came under my notice on a. side, where they remained a few days, rain 
remote island off the coast of Great Britain, falling in the meantime. When two of the 
where a good man having spent some time men went at length to see about doing the 
and received much kindness, wished to do work, they found the cement in the bags set 
something in remembrance of his visit. The hard and solid, and came back and reported 
church having no floor but the bare earth, that ‘‘a miracle had been performed, for all 
which was very uneven, he decided that his the cement was turned into stone.”’ 
gift should take the form of a concrete floor. But in the midst of their simplicity the 
Having instructed some of the natives in the people delight in the Truth, and the Truth has 
laying of concrete, he took an opportunity of made them free. They are truly, as little 


sending several bags of cement to the island. children’’; and hath not the Scripture said, 
These were landed, carried up to the church of such is the kingdom of heaven. 
eee 


Items of Interest 


HE following is taken from an appreci- them sitting down wrapt in the effort to com- 
ative report on the American Bible So- mit the Gospel to memory. You will hear 
ciety by the Chicago Presbytery of recent date: them repeating, ‘‘He came unto his own; He 
“Vour committee commends the Bible So- came unto his own; He came unto his own. 


ciety as now officered and organized, and be- Fea EAI SmOWw sa received him not. Ba.. 
lieves it will prove effective in the work As many as received him. . . . To them 
undertaken. It encounters the gravest home gave he power. . . . To become sons of 
missionary problem confronting the Church God; sons of God; sons of God.’’ By dint 


of Christ in America. These vast masses of of much repetition the meaning of these 
foreign-speaking people are absolutely inac- phrases seems to be burned into the souls of 
cessible to our churches. Their children are these despised and oppressed savages, and 
secured in some degree in the mission Sun- when they realize what these words mean, 
day schools, but even this is limited work many of them do as did an old man mentioned 
considering the vast numbers, their solidarity, in the China Inland Mission story, who said, 
their prejudices, their subservience to their “It isnot good for us to keep such good news 
priests, their ignorance of our language and _ to ourselves. Let us go tell our kinsmen at 
customs. The only method that seems at all Lanlung.’”’ The villagers of Lanlung in turn 
effective is house-to-house evangelism, and took the good news on to Weiling; in fact, 
the best method of carrying on such evangel- this zeal to tell their friends what great things 
ism is the placing of a Bible in the mother the Lord has done for them seems to be 
tongue in every house. Such a book will be characteristic of the Miao people, and in their 
picked up and read, and will do its own blessed hands the work of the Bible Society upon the 
work in the hearts, for these are human be- Mandarin version is already giving returns 
ings, as accessible to the Holy Spirit as the manyfold. 


most enlightened class on earth.’’ ae 
hie WE quote with pleasure from the 7zmes 
Despatch, of Richmond, Va.: 
Ir is always pleasant to find evidence of “The Rev. Donald McLaren, D.D., who for © 


unexpected fruit from hard labor. Such the past six months has been the secretary 
evidence just now appears through the work and general agent of the Bible Society of 
of the China Inland Mission among the wild Virginia, has resigned his position here and — 
tribes of aborigines in Southwest China. Ac- will return to New York July Ist. 

cording to ‘“The Bible in the World,” pub- “Dr. McLaren has been connected with the 
lished by the British and Foreign Bible So- American Bible Society of New York City 
ciety, the Mandarin version of the Chinese for many years, and is regarded as somewhat 
Bible has been effectively used in evangelistic of an expert in Bible society work. He came 
work among these people. Our readers are to Richmond last winter as the result of — 
aware that our Society, in conjunction with efforts-to bring the Virginia Society into — 
the British and Scottish Societies, has pub- closer harmony with the American Society, — 
lished the entire Bible in Mandarin. The and the members of the Board here express 
missionaries working among these Miaotribes the opinion that he has accomplished his pur- — 
give an interesting picture of the way the pose inan admirable and tactful manner. The — 
people study the Bible. The Gospel of St. Bible Society of Virginia now works as an 
John is a favorite with them. One may find auxiliary to the American Society under terms 
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of a formal three-year agreement, which was 
drawn up last January. 

“Just who will be elected to succeed Mr. 
IMcLaren as the field secretary and general 
agent cannot be stated as yet. It is under- 
stood, however, that the Richmond Board has 
eselected a man whom it will nominate to the 
1Board of the American Society.”’ 


THE usual figures which we present from 
1month to month in these columns are here 
s$given in a tabulated form for the month of 
l1May of this year in comparison with the 
tmonth of May of the preceding year, and for 
ithe first two months of the ninety-second year 
iin comparison with the same period of last 
1year : 


March, March, 

1906. 1907. 
¢ Gifts from Auwiliaries ............0..600005 $1,316 82 $1,153 09 
SISOS Rio ain, Sa Setein nic Cha k's vlowinis asin Meese tae 16,848 25 884 54 
Smemtiech Collections.c<< . 22s s scicesis osiine sss 5,065 60 2,659 87 
Sits from Individuals... 2.2. .<.....-..0<- 1,760 67 1,001 33 
$24,991 34 $5,698 83 
April 1, 1906, April 1, 1907, 
to May 31, 1906. to May 31, 1907 
§ Gifts from Auxiliaries. .......0.0.0002c00+8 $2,819 90 $2,898 98 
fo So See eee ee 26,558, 49 16,045 90 
§ @ererch Collections... 0.5. 6.0.26 cece cee ceess 13,872 72 11,446 43 
SMe trond Individuals <6 ee secsi esos sss 3,964 61 7,026 95 
$47,215 72 $37,418 26 


WE publish in this issue another of Dr. 
Fox’s charming papers from the Far East. 
We are glad to report his safe return from his 
long journey. He arrived in New York 
Saturday morning, the 22d of June, having 
made the trip around the world without acci- 
dent or serious misadventure. He will con- 
tinue in these columns to give the constitu- 
ency of the Society his story of Bible work as 
he has seen it in the Far East. 

ee 

Wirth the first of July the Rev. Thomas H. 
Law, D.D., the Field Agent for the Society 
for the states of North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, retires 
from the Field Agency. The Rev. Dr. Law 
was formerly one of the superintendents of 
the American Bible Society, and on the first 
of July completes twenty years of service in 
the interest of this Society. Dr. Law has 
long had an influential position in the counsels 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, being 
officially related to their General Assembly 
and President of their Bible Board. For all 
these twenty years he has gone in and out 
| among the people of the South of all denomi- 
nations, and has been held in honor and 
esteem by them. His Christian character has 
been a source of strength to the American 
| Bible Society and to the ministry of his church. 
Not only in his home at Spartanburg, S. C., 
but throughout the entire South he has been 
| a in respect and confidence. 


BIBLE SocrIETY RECORD 


109 


The retirement of Dr. Law is in connection 
with the movement of the Society which has 
led to the establishment of domestic agencies 
in this country in line with the policy that has 
proved so successful on foreign fields. 


Miss HELEN GOULD, in a recent visit to 
Constantinople, has given to our Agent, 
the Rev. Marcellus Bowen, D.D., one thou- 
sand dollars, which is to be used to hasten 
the preparation of the new plates of the 
larger Armenian Bible now about half com- 
pleted. 


Tue Western Turkey Mission of the Ameri- 
can Board has this good word for our work 
in Turkey : 

“This year at our annual meeting, according 
to the custom of our mission, a report of the 
American Bible Society was given a place on 
the programme, and it is with appreciation 
and pleasure that we heard from Dr. Bowen 
of the work being done by this organiza- 
tion, which broadens and strengthens the 
evangelical influence of our schools and 
churches. 

“Tn the reports read from the different sta- 
tions of the mission reference was made to 
the valuable service rendered by colporteurs 
and Bible agents. These men, working in 
harmony and co-operation with our own 
evangelists and teachers, often reaching 
villages and remote places not otherwise 
visited, are doing much to open the way for 
other evangelistic efforts. Two young men, 
recently admitted to church membership, were 
reported as having testified to the fact that 
their first interest in spiritual things was 
awakened long ago by talking with Bible 
colporteurs. 

“Special appreciation should be expressed 
for the portions of Scripture which have been 
prepared for the blind. The gratitude of 
these people, who thus are enabled to read 
for themselves the Word of God, is very 
genuine and sincere. 

‘Many instances might be given where the 
truth has been received through the reading 
of copies of the Scripture carried to the homes 
of pupils, or of patients who have been in 
our hospitals for treatment. 

“We desire to thank you most cordially and 
sincerely for all the assistance which you 
have rendered us in our work, and to rejoice 
with you in the successful work of your 
Society and in the wonderful opportunities 
which are open to you in this land. 

“On behalf of the Western Turkey Mission, 

‘Susan W. ORVIS, 
“OaP. ALLEN?” 


‘(opVEN YOUNG GIRLS OF CANTON”’ 


China—First Impressions 
By Rev. John Fox, D.D. 


ONGKONG is not China, but it is Chi- 

nese enough for a beginner—a good 
stepping-stone to Cathay. It is related to 
‘China proper” as “‘pidgin’’ English is to 
both Chinese and English. This amusing 
patois is one of the first impressions. It is 
English in vocabulary and Chinese in syntax 
and accent. A thousand years ago Anglo- 
Saxon and Norman French were jumbled to- 
gether roughly in a similar fashion, and out 
of it came the speech of Shakespeare and the 
English Bible. In the making of language 
necessity knows no law, and no one can pre- 
dict what may come out of “‘pidgin’’ Eng- 
lish, so largely used in the ports—another 
Bible language perhaps. Who can say? 

The streets of Hongkong are very British 
looking, and the buildings also. The King 
Edward Hotel seems quite in place. From 
the ship the streets look like great, massive 
honeycombs, sparkling at night with a thou- 
sand glowing eyes; and by daylight they are 
seen to overflow the narrow levels by the 
water front, climbing up the steep sides of 
the rough mountain range which girdles the 
harbor, whose glorious beauty recalls the 
finest Scottish coast scenery. Its blue-green 
waters bear on their bosom the ships of many 
nations—warships, ocean liners, and merchant- 
men, but the Dragon flag flies with the others, 
and the fleet of junks and sampans of many a 
curious shape and sail is all Chinese. 

The summit of the Peak, amountain shoot- 
ing up 1,800 feet out of and above the city, 
has English buildings to the very top, but 
Chinese sightseers climbed up, or were car- 
ried up with us, and in the English streets 
far below the throngs were Chinese. The 
hotel “‘boys,’’ the coolies, the ’rickshaw men, 
and in many streets the shopmen also, dispel 
any illusion that Hongkong is purely British. 
Across the bay at Kowloon, where some of 


the ocean liners lie, and for thirty miles far- 
ther inland, the British have recently “ac- 
quired,’”’ by purchase, a new patch of China. 
That was the second impression—the desper- 
ate struggle of western nations to pre-empt 
Chinese territory. 

As I write now, two hundred miles up the 
Yangtze River, a German warship lies a few 
yards off the shore, and this is quite a fa- 
miliar sight. 

How can we pre-empt this land for the 
King of Nations? That is the next and the 
most burning impression. How is the Bible 
to be put in the place of the Confucian clas- 
sics ? God can, no doubt, use the commer- 
cial ambitions, the political diplomacy, even 
the wicked wars of rival nations, to bring this 
to pass, but all the victory must, after all, be 
won by spiritual weapons. Surely the Bible 
Societies have a great enough task—if they 
had not other than this—to help give the Chi- 
nese Bible to the Chinese churches as speed- 
ily, as abundantly, and in as perfect a form 
as possible. 

We found our British and Foreign friends 
well established in Hongkong and busily at 
work; and at Canton, in the Kuang Tung 
Province, eighty miles up the Pearl River, 
the British and American Societies are work- 
ing hand in hand, thoroughly auxiliary to each 
other. The generous gift of Dr. C. C. Sel- 
den, an American Christian physician, of two 
large, well-situated building lots, to the two 
Societies, has enabled the British Society to 
at once erect a fine residence and office for 
their representative, the Rev. Mr. Burkwall; 
and our own representative, the Rev. Alfred 
Alf, had just made the contract for some 
necessary filling in of our lot. 

Canton is thoroughly and typically Chinese, 
a labyrinthine city of crooked ways, so intri- 
cate and tangled that a guide was indispensable 
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HONGKONG FROM THE HARBOR 


at firstand desirable always. One must learn 
his way by something that corresponds to 
woodcraft in a forest. There is, to be sure, 
an island of refuge, Shameen, where the for- 
eign consulates, the banks, one hotel, and the 
foreign residents are located; and on the 
edges and suburbs of the native city there 
are some more open places and passable road- 
ways. But usually the street called “straight ”’ 
does not run. There is no wheeled vehicle— 
not a’rickshaw, scarcely a horse—in the city. 
One must either foot it or else be carried in 
a chair strung on poles ten or fifteen feet 
long. Our party started out for the first day 
(seven of us in all) with twenty-one bearers 
and one extra, a procession of nearly thirty. 
For myself, I must confess to a subconscious 
feeling of being at my own funeral, though 
very much alive to the thousand sights and 
sounds—and smells—that astonish and be- 
wilder, and all but overpower the novice in 
the school of Chinese city life. The simple 
difficulty of getting about is one of the minor 
difficulties of missionary 
habor, and it is not a 
negligible difficulty, 
though it must be tried to 
be realized. But along 
these tortuous alleyways, 
from which in my swing- 
ing seat I could often 
touch the houses on either 
side, and where the pass- 
age of chairs usually 
needed caution, there was 
every evidence of extraor- 
dinary thrift, skill, and in- 
dustry in every handicraft 
of finer or coarser order. 
Business enterprise and 
success were obvious. 
Canton is an immense, 
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rich, prosperous hive of 
labor for a million people. - 
The river front is an as- 
tonishing spectacle, with 
its myriad fleet of boats 
and ships of every shape, 
and size, and degree. 
Seven or eight hundred of 
the smaller river steam- 
craft are owned and run by 
the Chinese themselves. 
One of the surprises was 
to see the number of sam- 
pans owned, “‘manned,’’ 
and run by women and 
young girls. Women are 
not foot-bound there at 
least. Often with a baby 
strapped to their backs, 
or playing at their feet, or clutching at their 
mother’s pantalooned leg, these Cantonese 
naiads handle their heavy oars, standing up 
to drive them with mighty strokes through 
the water, making difficult landings with huge 
bamboo boathooks, and all with an athletic 
grace and skill worthy of Hiawatha in his 
birch-bark canoe. 

We visited the missions as far as possible, 
especially the Presbyterian Mission, which 
touches hands now (it is a sign of the 
times) with the New Zealand Presbyterian 
Mission recently established at Canton, the 
Hospital, the Medical School, the College and 
Theological School, the School for the Blind, 
the only asylum for the insane in China (with 
accommodations for fifty or seventy-five pa- 
tients), and one of the Chinese churches on 
Sunday—all of which I was able to crowd 
into my few days; nor must I forget the 
Canton Christian College, the Women’s Hos- 
pital and Medical School, where already young 
Chinese medical doctoresses are easily and 
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successfully performing major operations. It 
was my privilege to preach to the missionary 
body on Sunday evening and to seek to im- 
press upon them the duty of caring for their 
own bodies as well as for the souls and bodies 
of these perishing millions. Mr. Alf, our in- 
defatigable host and helper, with his wife, 
provided an entertainment for them at his 
own house to meet me. He also had the col- 
porteurs come for conference—a noble band 
of Christian laborers. 

The experience which most of all appealed 
to me as a ‘ Bibleman’’ was a colporting trip 
to the country. The Swedish-American Mis- 
sion maintains on the river a steamboat, 
owned, manned, and run by missionaries and 
their converts, with which they aim to reach 
the populations contiguous to the river for 
miles around the city. Miss Eriksen, of the 
mission, was our kindly hostess on the boat. 
We ran for an hour and then landed at a typi- 
cal Chinese village. Mr. Alf and a couple of 
his colporteurs, armed with “ portions,”’ lead- 
ing the way, we started through the stone 
paved streets of this ancient hamlet, looking 
in at shop and smithy and temple and home, 
followed by an ever-increasing crowd of boys 
and girls, like the Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Town. Across the plowed field we took our 
way for miles to a second village, returning 
at high noon to rest under the spreading 
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boughs of a great banyan tree. As we Sat 
there the villagers gathered about us—a mot- 
ley throng—and the ladies of our party made 
friends readily with their Chinese sisters, who 
eagerly examined them, and _ their clothes 
especially—for a woman’s a woman ‘for aa 
tiaties 

The pitying heart of womankind at home 
could not but be deeply stirred to behold the 
pains and sorrows of that great shut- -in soci- 
ety—the women of China. Foot-binding is 
bad enough, but mind and _ heart- binding are 

worse. Yet the dawn of a better day is nigh. 
Women are learning to read and to think. 
The Word of God is not bound. A good 
many of our Bibles are in the homes, and 
that means the hearts of the women. Christ 
is making new Bethanies and has many 
Marys and Marthas in lonely Chinese vil- 
lages. One great thing we can count on— 
the miracle of memory wrought in the Chi- 
nese mind by centuries of training. Itis hard 
to believe the facts, they are so wonderful, but 
they are facts. I saw one young girl who ac- 
tually learned the whole Westminster Shorter 
Catechism in a day and a half. Better still, 
the seven young girls (of Canton) whose 
photograph is here reproduced, have each of 
them repeated from memory the whole of the 
New Testament. What a sign of promise 
for the coming China! 


THE SWEDISH AMERICAN MISSION STEAMER 
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Some Comments of Denominational Papers on the 
Work of the American Bible Society 


HE closest co-operation and the most 

hearty assistance should be given to 
this strong arm of the Church of Christ in all 
lands.—New York Observer. 

When it is considered that many copies of 
the Scriptures are printed in languages in use 
by people emerging from heathenism, the 
great expense is readily discerned and the 
consequent necessity of the maintenance of 
the Society by gifts.—7he Christian Con- 
servator. 

That there should be existing a great pub- 
lishing house doing business in millions of 
dollars annually, and selling its product at 
cost, and much of it below cost, is one of the 
wonders of the times; yet this is what the 
American Bible Society is doing and has been 
engaged in for the past ninety-one years.— 
Western Christian Advocate. 

It is bearing fruit in its old age.—Christzan 
Advocate. 

We have been familiar with the useful, and 
in many respects indispensable, mission of 


this Society for more than a quarter of a 
century. In the editor’s seven months in the 
East he discovered gratefully that this So- 
ciety is the supporter and helper of our mis- 
sions, as it is in all the work of the churches 
in the home-land. We bespeak for this 
splendid and venerated Christian agency the 
sympathetic and generous support which it so 
richly deserves.—Zzon’s Herald. 

So great and beneficent a work deserves 
and should receive the cordial and hearty sup- 
port of every right-minded lover of his race. 
We hope the amount of contributions and 
legacies will increase each year.—Christian 
Work and Evangelist. 

There is something amazing about the 
figures in the Annual Report of the American 
Bible Society. The Bible is the book that 
goes, beaten with many stripes, and yet circu- 
lating as no other book circulates, adding 
millions and millions of copies and pushing 
its way even into tongues which have no. 
written language to receive it.— 7he Advance. 


Northwestern Agenecy—Work among English- 
speaking People 


HIS word is from one of our colporteurs 
in the Northwest: 

“This article regarding the great missionary 
work of the American Bible Society has noth- 
ing to do with that division in its work which 
goes forth to meet the hosts of foreigners 
coming to our shores, and, if possible, put a 
Bible in their own language into their hands. 
Neither has it anything to do with that other 
great work of sending the Bible to the mis- 
sion fields of the world. It has to do with the 
English-speaking poor of our own land. 

‘Tn the first place I wish to state that the 


importance of this work is but faintly under- 


stood. Recently a minister said to me, ‘You 


= 


were members of his denomination. 
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will not find a family in our city without a 
Bible.’ In my canvass I found thirteen fam- 
ilies destitute of a Bible, and these people 
here 
was not a church in the same city which had 
not families without a Bible, and although 
this place had a population of only five thou- 
sand, I placed the Bible in sixty-eight desti- 
tute homes. ; 
“The work in this field revealed to me this 
fact—that there is a great gulf between this 


, 


unfortunate class and many of our church 
workers. They say, ‘They have none be- 
cause they don’t care; and if they don’t care, 
it is worse than waste to supply them.’ 
Please come with me in my canvass. Hereisa 
family recently returned from the West; a cy- 
clone destroyed everything they possessed, 
Bibles andall. Here isa family of five children 
under sixteen years of age. Their mother is 
dead, their father sick and poor, and they 
have no Bible. Here is a poor widow. She 
felt she was in her son-in-law’s way, and came 
to the city expecting to make her living by 
weaving carpets. She left her Bible with her 
daughter; she failed in her plans and is with- 
out a Bible. Here is a family of four chil- 
dren under ten years of age. The father is 
dead and their only support is their mother’s 
weekly wages. They have no Bible. Here 
is a drunkard’s home—three rooms in the 
house, and two of them with absolutely noth- 
ing in them. The wife and mother shows 
traces of culture; she looks hungry for bread 
and hungry for sympathy, and she, also, has 


no Bible. 
“T have not placed a Bible in a destitute 
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home either by sale or gift where there was 
not an evidence of desire, and, in many cases, 
such an expression of gratitude for the Bible 
as would send me on in my work with the 
Doxology singing itself in my heart, that it 
was possible for me to be a part in such a 
gracious missionary work. ‘The opportunity 
for a word of timely Christian counsel, a 
prayer kindly directing the lost and strayed 
sheep back to their folds, also handing their 
names to the ministry, cannot but result in 
lasting good. 

‘How I have wished that men and women 
with means could know the blessedness of 
this work as it is revealed to me in this field. 
How glad many would be to have the priv- 
ilege to contribute of their ability to enlarge 
its work until the great hungry, sad, lost mul- 
titude would be cheered on into new effort by 
the colporteur’s kindly greeting and the 
world’s greatest need, the Bible.”’ 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


HE stated meeting of the Board of Man- 

agers of the American Bible Society 

was held at the Bible House Thursday, June 

6, 1907, at 3.30 p.m., Theophilus A. Brouwer, 

Esq., Vice-President of the Society, in the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Secretary Haven. 

The minutes of the May meeting were read 
and approved. 

The following committees were appointed 
to serve during the ensuing year: 

Versions.—The Rev. John De Witt, D.D., the Rev. 
Wm. Hayes Ward, D.D., the Rev. James F. Riggs, 
DD, the Rey. Henry A. Buttz, DyD.; the Rev. J. B: 
Weston, D.D., the Rev. J. B. Remensnyder, D.D. 

Finance.—Elbert A. Brinckerhoff, Alexander FE. 
Orr, Frederick Sturges, Alexander Maitland, Joshua 
L. Baily, Ezra B. Tuttle. 

Publication.—Thomas Whittaker, John S. Pier- 
son, John S. McLean, Frederic M. Turner. 

Distribution.—George E. Sterry, William T. Booth, 
Henry D. Nicoll, M.D., Ezra B. Tuttle, J. Edgar 
Leaycraft, Wm. Phillips Hall, the Rev. Henry A, 
Stimson, D.D. 

Agencies.—Theophilus A. Brouwer, Churchill H. 
Cutting, James A. Punderford, T. G. Sellew, Wm. 
J. Schieffelin, Edward P. Tenney, Charles A. Hull, 
the) Revs By M: North D:D. 

Legacies.—William H. Harris, George G. Reynolds, 
Gerard Beekman, E. Francis Hyde, rremnrys Grails 
Ingraham, Frederick S. Duncan. 

Anniversaries.—Bishop E. J. Andrews, D.D., the 
Rev. Wm. V. Kelley, D.D., the Rev. W. W. Atter- 
bury, D.D., the Rey. Edward B. Coe, D.D., the 
Rev. S. Parkes Cadman, D.D. 


Auditing.—Frederick Sturges, Charles D. Leve- 
rich, James Wood. 
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Auxitliaries.—James Wood, Edward P. Tenney, 
Henry S. Stearns, M.D., Edward Kirk Billings, 
George D. Beattys, John R. Taber, Sheppard Row- 
peer Reference.—Theophilus A. Brouwer, E. A. 
Brinckerhoff, George E. Sterry, Bishop E. G. An- 
drews, D.D., Frederick Sturges, W. H. Harris, 
James Wood, Thomas Whittaker, the Rev. John De 
Witt. De: 

The following grants were made to the 
societies named for Bible work during the 
year ending March 31, 1908: . 

To the American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions for use in the Madura Mission, South 
India, $50; to. the Evangelical Society of 
Geneva, $250; to the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church for Bishop J. T. Holly, Port ag 
Prince, Haiti, Scriptures to the value of 
$16.70. 

In the domestic field fifty-one grants of 
Scriptures were made, to the value of about 
$440. 

The Secretaries reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies during the 
month of May under previous appropriations : 

To the Central America Agency, 1,391 vol- 
umes, value $588.90; to the Levant Agency, 
1,800 volumes, value $450.76; to the Mexico 
Agency, 5,242 volumes, value $1,495.23. 
Total 8,433 volumes, value $2,534.89. 

The issues from the Bible House during 
the month of May were 67,617 volumes. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 


Your money may be lost if you enclose in an ordt- 
nary letter silver coin, bills, or postage stamps. 
THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: 
1. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
postage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for eight cents. i 
2. Send the money by Bank check or dratt. 
3, Send it by an Express Company’s money order. 
4. Send tt by a Post-office money order. 
Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and 
make the check, dratt, or order payable to William 


Foulke, Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


L give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of , to be 
applied to the charitable uses and purposes of said 
Society. 

—— o_O 
Deceased Director 
Rev. Charles W. Fritts, D.D., Hudson, N. Y.> » 
ee 
Deceased Members 


Rev. Robert F. Elsden, Matteawan, N. Y. 
Rev. Joseph H. Marshall, Lincoln, Neb. 


- 
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David Crall, Shelby, O. Valuevor bookaidonuated. ssn cctasesemere tee aeene ie 12523 
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Jacksonville, Pres. Ch....---.s0 $5 00 
Tumidne, Pres (Cites oc cscaenanns 3 00 
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CONT'D jecniee weeioe ss eeiasisicotpa nee 4 32 
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CONG ii soes pebsias es o-lerae or 6 49 
Lower Buffalo, Pres. Ch......--- 5 00 
Marvetta, Pred: Chis swascnsnes- é 19 20 
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WASHINGTON 

Olympia, First Meth. Ep. Ch.... 9 00 
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Credited Credited on 
as Donation Account 


Houston Co., Tex..... $29 52 
Hudson Co.,N.J...... $219 87 
Jeffersonville and Vic., 

Tndic. acco eas cten 10 00 
Kentico., MICH pcrasnss 34 38 
Knoxville, Tenn....... 29 51 
Laredo) TOx i sascrcsc. 416 
Linn Cos Kan stes. sce. 5 72 
Logatt 00.5 Ois.5-220 94 46 
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Spartanburg, S. C..... 18 55 
SE *Dogis; Mow -ccesss 79 90 
Sussex Co., Del....... 130 00 
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® Cash Balance fronr ‘A prils'1907.0. . ric codec 


OFFICERS AND MANAGERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY — 


HON. JOSHUA. ‘L. CHAMBERLAIN, LL.D., Maine. 


OLIVER 0. HOWARD, Vermont. 
CORTLANDT Sie 3 LiSDy New Jersey. 


$1,153 09 
884 54 
2,659 87 
1,001 33 


54 72 | 


226 90 
315 59 
675 92 
2,016 19 
3,434 O1 


DISBURSEMENTS 


For Field Agents’ Salaries, etc. .........cceceeesceos 


BIBLE Socrery REeCoRD, Salaries, Postage, ete. 
Domestic Agencles:...\ << i.cssescn eee geweeensied 
Foreign Agencies—Sales Reported and Re- 
GAIN co. Spcisnn ness) coecdhoamemecet eee 
Legacy Mx penses:.ssas2 sae. race nese teeeos ean aetne 
Library Expenses.......- sive te nine are Siper Saale ibe Saline 
Bible House Expenses — Taxes, Repairs, Fuel, 
EMS IRTANOG, OTC cles tnrs cleiste Mauer ay Cape nTaee ease 
General WXPENSEs.vo ra cciamiadveewaeceytersae et we 
Manufacturing Department-Materiai, Wages, 


Depository—Nalaries, Boxes, Cartage, etc...... 
Salesroom Hix ponses..cc. i. «ceess eee cme secion semen 
Bilis Mxchange Paid. vs cccceccivclosiaciscn- eae 
Beneficiaries—A nnuities ..........s.scccceeteces 
Special Gift—Interest.i..5.....cccsetesceee 


Cash Balance to-June, 10 Ras Sepa ae > 


12/426 73 


$46,000. 25 


ae 


President 
DANIEL COIT GILMAN, LL.D., Maryland. ‘ , 


roe, 


= 


Vice-Presidents 


HON. WILLIAM J. NORTHEN, Georgia. 
so A. ROBINSON, Esq., Kentucky. 
CKERHOFF, | . 


HON. DAVID JOSIAH BREWER, LL.D., District of cotambia, 


ts 


MERRILL E. GATES, LL.D., District of Colmes. aie 


=: 


= 


Literature Published by the Amertcan Hrble 
Society tn the Interests of tts Work 


ANNUAL REPORT: Sent on receipt of 10 cents to cover cost of mailing. 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD: A monthly publication; illustrated; sub- 


scription price 30 cents a year. 


THE BIBLE IN EVERY LAND: A brief quarterly statement; price 10 


cents a year, 


PAMPHLETS AND LEAFLETS 


For Free Distribution in Limited Quantities. 


MANUAL OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY: A pamphlet giving an outline 
of the history and work of the Society. ; 

SPECIMEN VERSES: Giving the principal languages and dialects into which the 

Bible has been translated. 


SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY LITERATURE: 


Ninety Years of Bible Work Abroad. Ninety Years of Bible Work with the Auxiliaries. 
Ninety Years of Bible Work in the United States. Ninety Years of Bible Work among the Indians. 


SPECIAL LEAFLETS: 


The Silent Missionary. Story of the American Bible Society for 1906 
The Book that Makes Nations. 


NUMBERED LEAFLETS, chiefly of a size suitable for distribution in congregations: 


* 


; ge aL the Bible Goes. +; pier It Does. ! 
t of Print. 1 estimony from Foreign Missionaries as to the 
3 Bible Work in the Philippine Islands. American Bible Society: Sos met 
4 The Bible and Foreign Missions. 17 ‘The Nineteenth Century to the Twentieth. 
5 What Can Young People Do for the Bible Society? 18 ee NE Nee) Years. 
2 Ses oe a Answers. a Be ere of os hy Circulation. of the Bible. 
» an of Prin e etican Bible Soci nod the Auxiliary 
10 AWiseWord from a Prominent Missionary Leader. Societies. a 
1$ The Translation and Distribution of the Bible 21 The Man with the Wonderful Book. 
g ETE cuneate > ROE Ue ee 
eystone o ian ions. at Nations (see le 
13 President Roosevelt on the Bible. 25 The Book of Poste stone See ne a, . 


14 Bread on the Waters (Wakusa Murata of Japan). 33. “Making Wise the Simple.” 
eo 


FORMS OF SERVICE: 
Responsive Service. 


Form of Servi 2 Se 
Stereopticon Address. arn a Serve for use in connection with Anniver- i 


MISCELLANEOUS LEAFLETS: 


Story of the Arabic Bible. The: Bible’ Sottely Indiereiatiene eae 
Bible Society Retrenchment and Mission Ad a 
Bee Aticatedike ae = 8. Eh RNekinn eon Braga Agios 


The Bible Society and the Missionary. ee 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 6 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YorK | 
we wT 


3 
| 


_ Entered at the Post Uffice at New York, N. Y., as Second-clase (Mail) Matter, : 


